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Goddess in Sky vase by Amber Cowan, with poppies. $4,800 at Heller Gallery;
hellergallery.com. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times
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TYPOLOGY

Not Just Any Vase

| hL} can be decorative objects, miniature

table architecture, even without flowers.

By RIMA SUQI

Vases are vessels meant 1o hold
cut flowers or other foliage. But
they often work as decorative
objects evien when empiy.

*What | think is appealing about
a vase shape is its a e minia-
fure picee of table architecture and
really open o wild interpretation,”
said Richord Wright, the Chicago-
based auction house president and
specialist in 20th- and 21st-0entury
design. =1 also think it's the type of
piece where a designer feels a lot
of freedom. [t deesn't have to hold
up a human being, it doesnt have
o bear a lot of weight, it just has o
hold some water™ (And it doesn't
even have to do that.)

Andi Kovel and Justin Parker of
Esgue Studio in Portland, Ore.,
found freadom in biowing molten
glass vases simultaneously and
joining them belone they cooled. At
that point they continued blowing
o pulfl up the size of the now dou-
ble vase, which they call Push-
mepullense, *The formung 15 a
choreographed dance of hire,
molten material and mevement,
and we bath know our part of the
dance to the point of pure instinct,”
Al Bowe] said.

Ban Ziperstein of BZippy &
Company in Los Angeles, said she
was interested in vases that “look
like miniature Brutalist monu-
menlE or architectural relics”
whether in use ar nob Wyatt Little,
a ceramic artist in Houston, makes in Long Isband City. M.
viessels that resemble sneakers, picked popgées (which he

ald-school computers and even called *a yory ireveren!
dryer vent that was ingpired by a flower™) for Amber
trip to a hardware store. =1 fell in Corman's Hirguaise
fowve wath s shape, texture and Goddess in Sky vase.
flexible nature” $4.800 at Heller Gallery:
Alexandra Canningham Camer- hellerEallery.com
an, the curatar of Contemparary
design at Cooper Hewntt, Snuthso-
nian Design Museum, sad vases
historically had served as markers
of wealth, industrial progress and
cultural style, She cited Ettore
Sotsass’s postmodern designs as
“a great example of vases that
represent a time, a movement and
a consumer” Ditto for Dutch Dellt-
ware and Mative Amverican black-
ware poliery. “Vases quickly define
the tools of our age throwgh anistic
expression;” she sabd. “They ang
leaded with much more than just
Mawers."

Asked 1o [l a doren
pnepsagal wissels, Juan
Coadln Bermasder,

=This was very shimy, like an air-oondstioning
conduil.” he said of Wialt Little's Slink vase,
whizh b filled with peolea, cod ranunculus, blus
thiste, scabiosa, hellehore and seeded

cucalyptus. 51500 wyallEthe. oom
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Mot anby did Marco Anbenio Moguerens
Noturofantastic vase for Liadrd afready have
flowers mrotded i coramic, but the blue atzo
made a strong statement, "1 needed 3 Contrast
You don't iry 1o match the vase,” Mr, Bermudez
caid. He used cresm and blush ranunculus, Bowl
of Cream peontes, anthurium a Ners and Coral
Charm pecnies. $1,075; [ladro.com

A Chat With a New York Florist

Juan Carlo Bermuder — he goes by
Carlo — is so rarely seen without a
hat that he feels compelied Lo an-
el Uhat e ks il The thinds
gonateation mermbaer of & Nowver-
growing family i Colombia, M.
Bermuder, 50, runs his business,

Flaresta, out of & plain batk building

i Long ksland City, MY,
Floresta, which employs his nigoe

ard nephew, whom B i$ geodming (o

b tha: Tourth gencration, handles
walk-in requests tor blrhday o
quets amnd million-gollar Corporate

svents and widdings. A typical
Flarasta bouguet might have gucd-
lyplus, berries, a succulent and an
artichioke, or it rright bo an armiload
of fresh peonies ted with Dvine.

His Mlawers aften come nat rom
Colaenbia of the Netheilands, bul
Chinawa, whene blossoms ang
packed procisely and the sweel
peas “are super sweet and deli-
cate” he said.

For this assignment, faced with
an sad lof of vases, he said his job
Wit mot b compete vath them, but
o flakter Rhem, “They dine L
bode,” hé sid.

He noted the radical didf@rences
in styles, "It was east, west, norlh,
couath,” he aid, Bult there werd g
i Wil ury,

One was Heath Ceramics” tiny
Box and Stopper vase with double
opensngs, “The lexiure s nice, You
can wie it for one fower oF three,”

He pspocially loved the Httle
stopper, “like 3 perfume bottbe.”

The olher was BZippy & Compa-
ny’s Tall Scallop vase, which can ba
turned upside down. “it's simphe,”
e sabkd. “With flowgrs, it looks mice
il way.

=1 e rvpefern thengs. I 1 had the:
money, | would buy it." LINDA LEE

=1 triesd B fi U carche withs the pink jasmins,” Mr, Bermudiz said of

the Clrcle vase by Mica DeMarques of Mimi Ceramies. "Toonnesieg ===
1. B yois s, | aleg hod one awer, The popy. pelling oul. That's

Phr weild part evory peersen has.” 5100, numicoranecs oom

The Tall Scallap vaie
froam Bippy &

Wanda dumand

lace and dracoena. "l
had 19 b wiry carciul
wilh (he Balanos of
e U would Lp.
S230 ot Coming
Soon; comingsoon
newyork, Som

Company 15 hised wilh

orchids, Queen Annc's

To stand up Lo the vivid cofor of the Memphis designer George Sowden's
Aranciovase, Mr. Bermudez picked burgundy scabsosa, yeilow glonosa iy,
Lady shippor onched, calla By and yellw Craspadiy, =1 give it everything.”
5665 01 the Fulure Perfect; thefulureperiect oom

“Tir 2, the artist iried o
ra-creabo a pedlume Bakte, bul i
worked viry nltely & 3 vate for
i aremones.” he wxid of the Box
and Stopper viss by Tung
Chaang for Hoath Coramies, $350;
A RCArAmicE Som

*if's one of the fow times | draped
soameEhing over the vase,” he said
abaiit Kt chidoo of amanranthins
{ibet hrpoeamy 65 love-lies-bieading) 1o
g th ilasion of liguid flowsng Trom
the Betta vase by Magtd Hemdndor
It g sl Eliage i lbcwop et B S0l
poas, 175 micolceramics com
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A for the Pushmepullme vass by Andl Boveld and Justin Pares of Esqus
Sudit, Lhe Nicrist Sald he taw o palr of seand b the tein-tpouted place
wiedal wilh i Bw shalbiw chambees, Ho pul dar purple Vards darrond
crohigs on P purple sede and while Vardas on the Lyvender sids, modng
in Queon Anng’s lncn and blackberres, §2,300; ewqua-stiatn oom

For the Thistle glass
vk by Tracy Glover,
M. Barmuder wied two
stems of red gloriosa
Tily, =1t hag spirit. Sort
of ke the vase" ST50:
tracygloverstudio. com

Fi9

Erie Astoul's Bol Géologlgue is o soulpbure, mod 2 vade, the Mol
e CE Strang, mastuling, very heavy,” Ho used rano Yandy
Gfclieds, in lubes, that could Be remdgesd. Everything clse (peivet
Borrias, Qletabypius, cnbon Socd pod) could be befl ta dry. $3,000

al Malcon Gersed; martongorsnd £om

I addad & Nower and
Pl Thas wealker fube A
the Lasts of the &ir
plant,” My, Bermudes
said of the Mimbus

By KleinReld, $744;
Reinrskd. com




